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1 Overview: 2007/ 2008 
The last 12 months have been busy ones for the ILBF. The c harity has made a  number 

of significant shipments to new partners throughout Africa , w ith approximately one 

ton of books being sent off on each occ asion. 

At the end  of 2007 the ILBF c ompleted  a  shipment of books to three new partner 

organisa tions in Uganda : the Law Development Centre, the Islamic  University and  

Kampala  University. These books a rrived  in Kampala  in February a fter being held  up  

a t the border due to unrest in Kenya .  

Soon a fter, the ILBF teamed up  for the first time with African Prisons Projec t 

(www.africanprisons.org), a  c harity working to  improve Afric an prison infrastruc ture. 

The ILBF p rovided  APP with 31 boxes of books, inc lud ing law reports, law 

encyc lopaedias and legal text books, to stoc k a  proposed  law  lib rary w ithin the 

Luzira  c omplex of p risons in Kampala , Uganda . We were a lso ab le to send  a  further 

25 boxes of books to existing partners in Uganda in that same APP c onsignment.  

The origina l purpose of the p rison law libra ry initia tive was to benefit p risoners 

c onduc ting their own lega l researc h into possib le appea ls—in partic ular, dea th row 

p risoners who often find  it impossib le to ob ta in legal representa tion a fter c onvic tion. 

However, because suc h a  large number of books made it to Luzira  via  tha t 

c onsignment, the p lan now is to equip  a  law  libra ry tha t will serve the loc a l legal 

c ommunity (outside the p rison) as well as provide for the needs of the p risoners 

themselves. Just this past month a t Luzira©s Remand Prison, the British High 

Commissioner and  Uganda©s Card ina l Wamala opened APP©s ma jor p rojec ts for the 

year. There is now a new lib ra ry for the inmates c onta ining a  la rge variety of books, 

inc luding genera l law texts c ollec ted by lega l students. 

There have been shipments to  Rwanda (to  the Rwanda Supreme Court, Rwanda  

Institute of Legal Prac tic e and  Development and  Rwanda  Na tiona l University) and  to  

Sudan (to the Judic iary of Southern Sudan, Juba). Those shipments a re expec ted  to  

a rrive this month. The ILBF a lso sent books to Nigeria , which were then d istributed  to  

the Nigeria  Law Sc hools in Lagos and  Enugu (the c ommerc ia l c apita l and  one of the 

eastern sta tes, respec tively), the Lega l Defenc e and  Assistanc e Programme 

(LEDAP—a Nigerian human rights organisa tion) and the West Afric a  Public  Interest 

Litiga tion Centre in Abuja . Shipments to Swaziland  and  Ma lawi are planned  for the 

end of this month and  p repara tions for these are c urrently in progress. 

The ILBF is looking ahead  to shipments in 2009 and can only meet its a im of sending 

law  books to partners in c ommon law  jurisd ic tions involved in ac c ess to justic e work 

with the c ontinued  support of donors and  volunteers. In this newsletter ILBF members, 

Luc y Hic ks and  Helen M Carter, report on their visits to rec ipient organisations, Alex 

Kibandama from Uganda ’ s Law Development Centre writes with feedback from our 

Ugandan partners, and  Toby Brown from APP exp la ins the benefits and  impac ts of 

stra teg ic  partnering w ith organisa tions like the ILBF. We hope tha t these upda tes will 

encourage you to help  the ILBF achieve its goa ls. 
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2 ILBF members visit Partners 
Luc y Hic ks 

I visited  the Nigerian Pub lic  Interest Litiga tion Centre in May this year (before the 

dona ted  books a rrived) and  found just two books on the shelves of the law  libra ry. 

Sta ff a t the Centre were looking forward to the shipment from the ILBF, the a rriva l of 

whic h would effec tively set the libra ry in operation. I intend  to return to Nigeria  la ter 

in the year and  p lan to visit the Centre onc e aga in. 

With efforts underway to rebuild  rule of law in Nigeria  and  improve acc ess to justic e, 

the Lega l Defence and  Assistance Programme (another organisa tion in rec eipt of 

ILBF books) is of pa rtic ula r note. LEDAP, in c ollaboration w ith various other bod ies, 

runs a Duty Solic itor Sc heme in courts ac ross 15 sta tes of Nigeria  inc lud ing Lagos, 

where their na tiona l offic e is based . Over 700 lawyers partic ipa te on a  pro bono basis 

and , in the last year a lone, have p rovided 24,000 lawyer-days in c ourt to ind igent 

defendants who would otherwise have no means of representa tion. The books sent 

to LEDAP by the ILBF a re now within their Lagos libra ry and  will be ac cessib le to a ll 

lawyers taking part in p ro bono work as part of this and  other va luab le p rojec ts. 

Helen M Carter 

In spring 2008, the ILBF sent a  shipment of books to  three Ugandan partners. In August 

2008, I visited  a ll of these ac ademic  institutions, to see how the books are being used .  

At the two priva te universities, I was immediately struc k by how small and  basic  their 

fac ilities a re. At the Islamic  University, the law  lib rary is one c lassroom with two long 

shelves of law books along one wall and  some desks for the students to work a t. Tha t 

is a ll. Thanks to the generosity of the ILBF’s supporters, the number of lega l texts has 

doub led  and  the ILBF dona tions are genera lly more up-to-da te and  in better 

c ond ition than the other books. At Kampala  University the c lassrooms a re a lso basic .  

Makerere University, the pub lic  University of Uganda, has a  much la rger c ampus and  

c entra l libra ry fac ilities. However, this university serves thousands of students. The 

undergradua te law libra ry has been forc ed  to ac t on a referenc e-only basis, w ith the 

books g iven out ac c ord ing to stric t rules. It is c ommon for the students to queue for 

the libra ry due to a  lac k of desk spac e and  books. 

Just down the hill from Makerere University a t the Law Development Centre, where 

gradua tes a re tra ined  to p rac tise as a ttorneys, there is a  sma ll referenc e library. It is in 

this library tha t the books c ontributed  by the ILBF’s donors c an be found . They make 

up  about a  third  of the books and  a re reported ly very popular amongst the students. 

Partic ula r favourites inc lude Arc hbold, Clerk and  Lindsell and  the Butterworths 

Handbooks. The dona ted  books have meant tha t a  number of students can work on 

a  top ic  a t onc e, whereas p reviously they only had  one or two books on 
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any one top ic . Following the delivery of such valuable books by the ILBF, many undergradua tes have a lso sta rted to use 

this libra ry as an a lterna tive to the c entra l resourc e a t Makerere. 

The university sta ff and  students a re a ll very p leased  with the books they have rec eived , but would  g lad ly rec eive more. 

The dona tions have a llevia ted  the waiting time for books and provided  variety, but the students a re only a llowed eac h 

book for a  limited  period of time. In partic ular, if anybody has any used  books on East Afric an Civil Procedure, the librarian 

would be extremely gra teful to rec eive them. The situa tion for these and many other Afric an universities c ould  be 

d ramatic a lly improved  by the dona tion of more books. 

3 Volunteers 

The ILBF’s work, assisting in promoting the rule of law , c an only be ac hieved  through 

the assistanc e of volunteers. Volunteers to help  w ith the packing of books for shipment 

a re a lways welc ome. Volunteering with the ILBF is a reward ing experience and  

p rovides the c hanc e to  assist in the development of lega l systems throughout the 

world .  

Below  a re some quotes from rec ent volunteers reflec ting on their book-pac king 

experienc e: 

 

 

“ I rea lly enjoyed  the opportunity to get involved  with suc h a  worthwhile c ause. I love sorting  things so 

organising  the va rious shipments was fun, and  la ter seeing  photos of the boxes a rriving  a t their 

destina tions made me rea lise how muc h my efforts were app rec ia ted . Would  love to he lp  aga in.”  

 

“ It was a  p rivilege to spend  a  da y working  with the ILBF. The team identified , sorted  and  pac ked  

relevant lega l tit les for shipment. Dona ted  books now enjoy a  new lea se of life abroad, where they will 

help  to shape the la w a nd  lawyers of tomorrow.”  

 

 

For informa tion on volunteering , p lease see www.ilbf.org.uk 

4 Feedbac k from Uganda 

Feedbac k is an important part of the ILBF’s work. The following is an extended  extrac t from a  report rec eived from Alex 

Kibandama , Ed itoria l Assistant a t the Law Development Centre (LDC), the ac ademic  law hub  of Uganda. 
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Outsid e Kampala  University: Lec ture r Robert 

Atamb o (left), ILBF member Helen M Carter 

(c entre) and  LDC Ed itoria l Assistant, Alex 

Kiband a ma (right) 

 

“ These new books will 

open doors of 

percep tion—whic h is wha t 

a  la wyer of qua lity must 

be a rmed with to help  

p romote justic e and  the 

rule of law.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex Kibandama  

When we heard  about the ILBF and its c ommitment to dona te law books to 

institutions and  law  soc ieties involved  in ac c ess to justice in common law jurisdic tions, 

we were c ompletely reenergised. One of the p rinc ipa l fac tors inhib iting legal 

advanc ement in Uganda, and  indeed other develop ing na tions, is the inacc essib ility 

of the la test law pub lic a tions and  the high c ost of the availab le few.  

We eagerly submitted  our app lic ations, knowing well tha t such a dona tion would  be 

muc h apprec iated  by users. Our app lic a tion on beha lf of the Law Development 

Centre was acc ep ted , together with app lic a tions made by the Islamic  University and  

Kampala  University. We were a ll extremely exc ited  by this news. I was made the foc al 

person for c oord ina ting the d istribution of the dona ted  books. 

The books were meant to a rrive on 31 Dec ember 2007 but were delayed  bec ause of 

the presidentia l elec tions in Kenya . The violent a ftermath made it d iffic ult for 

shipments to c ross safely through into Uganda .  

It was only a fter a  little sanity had returned  to the situation tha t we rec eived  a  c a ll 

from the Shipping & Clearing Agenc y. The c onsignment had  a rrived  sa fely! This 

p leasant surprise quieted the relentless phone c a lls we had  been rec eiving from 

anxious benefic iaries.  

In fac t, the rec ip ients c ould not conta in their exc itement. The Vic e Chanc ellor of 

Kampala  University nearly shed tears of joy as he spoke about wha t this dona tion of 

books would mean for the university’ s newly introduc ed Fac ulty of Law. He c a lled  the 

ILBF “ a  Godsend” , adding tha t the books would  sp ruc e up  their law lib rary, grea tly 

enhanc e the students’  lea rning experienc e and  boost the university’ s researc h 

c apac ity.  

The students eagerly opened the volumes and  were soon engrossed , trawling 

through from cover to c over, pausing again and aga in to admire the front and bac k 

pages.  

The thrill was the same a t the Law Development Centre where, in the past, tra inee 

lawyers and  p rac titioners had had  to make do w ith faded ink on ta ttered  pages in 

books published  in 1979 and  earlier.  

“ Our lib rary was doing badly,”  reported  a  student from Kampala  University. “ These 

new books w ill open doors of perc ep tion—whic h is what a  lawyer of quality must be 

a rmed with to help  p romote justic e and  the rule of law.”   

Indeed our va rious c ollec tions of law  resources were on their dea thbeds; they have 

now been g iven the kiss of life, thanks to  the ILBF. We want to nurture this partnership 

in the long term in the hope tha t lega l p rofessionalism in Uganda  will be advanc ed . 

On beha lf of a ll the benefic ia ries in Uganda, I would like to thank the ILBF volunteers 

for persistently following up this important shipment of books and  ensuring their arrival 

a t their destinations. Their commitment to this nob le cause will not be forgotten. 
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The new lib ra ry insta lled  a t the Remand  Prison 

by APP  

 

 “ Prisoners have a  rea l 

desire to lea rn…for many 

it will be a  vita l basic  

understand ing  of their 

lega l system. And  with this 

will c ome more p ower to  

help  themselves”  

 

Toby Brow n sorting  legal books w ith the 

inmates for the Remand  lib ra ry 

 

5 ILBF collaborates with APP in prison 
library development initiative 

Toby Brown 

The situa tion is d ire in many African p risons—with no exaggeration. Afric an Prisons 

Projec t a ims to improve the welfa re, hea lth and  educ a tion of deta inees. In 

partic ula r, we strive to make long-term c hanges by insta lling p rison libraries and  sic k 

bays. But c learly there is only so muc h we c an do and , as a  young charity, our 

partnerships a re particula rly important, and  none more so than with the Interna tional 

Law Book Fac ility. 

The lega l p roblems faced  by those deta ined  in many Afric an ja ils are numerous. In 

many p rison popula tions over ha lf a re on remand , still awaiting a  tria l—for many 

years on end . Afric an Prisons Projec t is c urrently conc entra ting its efforts a t the Luzira  

c omplex of p risons in Kampala . Earlier this year I met many inmates on remand for 4 

or 5 years, some longer.  A ma jor p roblem, as many will know, is the rea l lac k of free 

lega l assistanc e. For most p risoners, paying for a  lawyer is out of reach, nor is there a 

lega l a id  system. 

Provision of lega l books to the inmates is one way of help ing address the legal 

p rob lems. The supply of high-qua lity lega l texts from ILBF was therefore a  rea l boost to  

help  us c reate a  lega l libra ry at Luzira . These will be c ombined  with loc a l law books 

and other legal texts collec ted  in the UK. 

Prisoners have a rea l desire to learn. In the Luzira©s  Maximum Sec urity and  Death Row 

Prison, we a re a lead ing member of a  group  working to b ring university educ a tion to 

the inmates and , by request of the inmates, this inc ludes law.  Already they c an take 

O and  A Levels, assisted  by a  basic  libra ry we insta lled  in 2004. Some inmates we 

hope will be ab le to ga in d istance lea rning qua lific ations, but for many it w ill be a 

vita l basic  understand ing of their legal system. And  with this will come more power to 

help  themselves.  

Therefore the ILBF books will be a  vita l part of Afric an Prisons Projec t©s new libra ry a t 

the p rison. It is our hope tha t with the high-qua lity ILBF texts, in due c ourse the libra ry 

c an bec ome a  resource tha t w ill be ac c essib le to those in the c ommunity who can 

assist the deta inees, whether law lec turers or loc a l paralegals. 

Organising our shipment of humanita rian goods and  books from London to Uganda  

was certa inly a  logistic a l cha llenge. The exc ep tion to this was the ILBF books whose 

offic ers helped magnific ently a t short notic e. It was a  p leasure for us to then assist by 

shipp ing add itiona l books on ILBF©s behalf to other partners in Uganda.  

We a re c erta inly looking forward to partnering aga in with ILBF.  Whilst we await the 

start of the university p rojec t next year, the ILBF books in our Kampa la storage await 

their new readers!  

For more informa tion about African Prisons Pro jec t p lease c ontac t tobybrown@afric anprisons.org  or visit www.africanprisons.org 
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6 Future Funding 

The ILBF has, over the past three years, been ab le to c ollec t law books, identify partners and  send  shipments of relevant 

materia ls. As more books a re dona ted  and more partners a re identified , its sc ope to assist in the development of legal 

systems has expanded  and , in 2009, the a im of the ILBF will be to make even more shipments over the c ourse of the year. 

For the ILBF to c ontinue to suc ceed , it requires financ ial dona tions as well as the dona tion of relevant books to  send  to  

partners. Please dona te funds to help  us meet the c ost of our shipments. 

7 ILBF’s Current Donors 

The ILBF is delighted  to be supported  by the following donors: 

Allen & Overy The International Bar Assoc iation 

Alma and Leslie Wolfson Charitab le Trust Keating Chambers 

Blackstone Chambers Linklaters 

CA Purnell Lovells 

Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft Mills & Reeve 

Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) One Essex Court 

CAF (anonymous donor) RD Arnold 

CAF-REMAD Reed Elsevier 

City of London Solic itors’ Company Russell Cooke 

Forster Charitable Trust Slaughter and May 

Fountain Court The Sylvia Adams Charitable Trust 

GC Vos Thomson Legal and Regulatory 

Ince & Co White & Case 

8 Administration of the ILBF 

The ILBF is run by an Opera ting Committee c omprised  of volunteers from the following organisations and  firms whose 

assistanc e is gratefully ac knowledged : 

3 Verulam Buildings The Law Soc iety 

The Bar Counc il LexisNexis 

Clifford Chance Linklaters 

The College of Law, Guildford Sweet and Maxwell 

The International Bar Assoc iation  

 

info@ILBF.org .uk—The Interna tiona l Law Book Fac ility is administered on a  volunta ry basis: p lease be pa tient when waiting  for a response. 


